
From the 
President
MATT KHADIVIAN

I want to take this opportunity to 
extend a BIG thank you to our past 

president, Jeffrey Wright, as well as 
all the directors and members of the 
El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce 
for enduring an almost unimaginable 
past couple of years, largely because 
of COVID-19. Your hard work and 
efforts are greatly appreciated, and I 
am honored to be chosen for the role of 
president of the chamber of commerce 
moving forward.

As you know, the pandemic has taken 
its toll on many aspects of our lives and 
societies, and the Chamber has not been 
immune to its effects either. Unfortu-
nately, many businesses did not make 
it through the pandemic; and many of 
those that did are barely putting the 
pieces back together. The Chamber’s 
vitality is directly tied in with the vitality 
of its local commerce. As such, although 
the El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce 
is still here, it is also putting its pieces 
back together.

January 2023

n See From the President, page 7

The new El Cerrito minimum wage effective January 1, 2023, is $17.35 per hour.
The new Richmond minimum wage is $16.17 per hour.

Officer Installation
Directors listed below will 

be installed for their 2023-
2024 term at the January 4th board 
of directors meeting at 9 a.m. by 
Zoom. They were reelected without 
opposition; with a fifth seat vacant, 
to be filled as soon as possible, per 
the Nominating Committee.
Aissia Ashoori City of El Cerrito
Mark Figoni East Bay Sanitary Co., Inc.
Scott Harris ClientClicks
John C. Stashik Premier Graphics

Officers for year 2023 serve a 
one year term and are as follows:
President  Matt Khadivian
Vice President  Kevin O’Neal
Secretary  Assia Ashoori
Treasurer  John C. Stashik
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Janet Abelson, city council member for a record breaking 23 years, and a long time member of this 
Chamber of Commerce, received an official El Cerrito street name sign from Byline editor John C. Stashik 
at her December 20th retirement meeting at a standing room only city council meeting.
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By Robert Rogers

Nestled in a sofa in 
her El Cerrito home — 

walls adorned with photos of 
smiling family and surfaces 
stacked with documents  
— El Cerrito City Coun-
cilmember Janet Abelson’s 
mind races back in time.

It’s 1964. A time of 
tumult. Youth are rising. 
Paradigms are shifting. 
Abelson is in the center 
of this moment, at 
UC Berkeley by way of 
Phoenix, Arizona. Now 
she’s getting an education 
that will last a lifetime.

The Free Speech 
Movement is in full, 
chaotic bloom, and the 
wispy then-18-year-old 
Abelson is staffing a table 
on Bancroft Way.

The authorities come 
for her.

“The word that comes 
to mind is offensive, it was offensive,” Abelson says. 
“I remember being on Bancroft and they told us we had to 
get off … it didn’t seem fair.”

The umbrage she felt would last a lifetime.
“That experience has been a big part of my life and 

career,” Abelson says, her usual smile straightening. “I have 
always believed that people have a right to speak, because I 
didn’t have one” that day in Berkeley.

Nearly 60 years later, Abelson has had one of the most 
successful and long-lasting political careers in the Bay Area. 
She served as El Cerrito Mayor for a record five terms, and 
when she officially retires in December, she’ll complete 

her sixth term on the 
El Cerrito City Council. 
During her more than 20 
years as an elected official 
and member of innu-
merable public commis-
sions, Abelson has fought 
for all residents, espe-
cially the voiceless and 
disadvantaged. Her work 
has enhanced accessi-
bility of public accommo-
dations, improved transit, 
fostered development, 
promoted transparency 
and inclusivity in gov-
ernment, and protected 
the rights of free speech 
and open exchange of 
ideas.

Abelson, who has used 
a wheelchair since suf-
fering severe injuries in 
a 1984 auto accident, 
is proud of her record 
and at peace with transi-
tioning into the next stage 

of her life. She said she’ll prioritize time with her children 
and grandchildren, but also continue to serve on a few 
citizen commissions.

“I think it’s time,” the 76-year-old Abelson said with a 
knowing nod and smile when asked why she won’t run for 
re-election.

Abelson’s career in public service hasn’t all been 
 accolades and warm receptions. Known for a keen, inquis-
itive mind and a tenacity that belies her slight statue, 
it’s  Abelson’s willingness to fight for her convictions and 
buck conventions that may be responsible for her greatest 
political successes.

Amazing Janet Abelson to Retire from City Council After a Record Setting Run
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“ Janet has been such a 
consistent champion for 
transforming San Pablo 
Avenue into a more livable, 
walkable, stroll able, ride able, 
sustainable, resilient and 
vibrant corridor. She has 
held the vision and consis-
tently supported local and 
regional policy making and 
choices to keep the City on 
course. Her tenacity, rela-
tionship building, and work 
at all levels of government 
have helped the City chart 
the way towards achieving 
the vision which is now well 
underway.”

Melanie Mintz
Community 
Development 
Director

“ As much as the Cerrito 
theater, the recycling 
center, our July 4th 
celebration and Nation’s 
Giant Hamburgers, Janet 
Abelson is an institution in 
El Cerrito. She has 
remained popular for 
decades because of all that 
she’s done. I will especially 
miss her because she was 
the first to suggest I run 
for City Council. We 
should all be grateful for 
her service.“

Paul Fadelli
Councilmember 

“ Janet Abelson is, simply, 
an El Cerrito icon. She has 
been a true leader on the 
City Council, especially in 
her advocacy for the 
dis abled and in making 
El Cerrito a place that is 
inclusive and welcoming for 
everyone. She always has 
the best interests of the 
City at heart, because she 
cares so much about the 
people who live and work 
here. I have learned so 
much from Janet. I will miss 
her presence, her determi-
nation, and her thought-
fulness. El Cerrito is a better 
place because of Janet.”

Karen Pinkos
City Manager

A Few Words from Janet’s Colleagues
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You don’t set a record for stints as Mayor without 
upending a status quo. She said she continued to run for 
the City’s top post because she felt it was necessary to see 
through the agenda she was elected to advance. Prior to her, 
no one had ever served more than two terms as Mayor.

“I was told that there was a gentleman’s agreement that 
no one would run for more than two terms (as Mayor),” she 
said. “I said, well, I’m not a gentleman.”

It was that courage and confidence that allowed her to 
cut through the groupthink that often infests organizations, 
leading intelligent leaders to go along with flawed policies, 
their judgment clouded by consensus.

When asked what she regards as her greatest accom-
plishment in government, Abelson responded without 
hesitation.

“The Specific Plan,” she said.
In Abelson’s recounting, the 2014 San Pablo Avenue 

 Specific Plan was years in the making, with countless hours 
of hard work and hammering out differences among elected 
officials, departments, contracted consultants, and com-
munity stakeholders. While she is careful to point out that 
many cooks deserve credit for the final meal, she does 
note that early drafts needed significant work. She said she 
fought for major changes and pressed consultants to work 
beyond their initial contract to ensure the public got a 
quality product.

While the final document isn’t perfect — no policy is — 
Abelson is proud of what was accomplished. Specifically, 
Abelson notes the plan has helped increase population and 
density in El Cerrito with a number of key provisions.

Among them:
•  Streamlining Environmental Impact Review processes 

to enable development.
•  Coupling the Design Review Board with the Planning 

Commission to reduce redundancy.
•  Reduced parking requirements.
•  Expanding maximum height limitations.
The result has been a City where dense, tall, and 

walkable development has occurred at a faster pace than 

Amazing Janet Abelson to Retire from City Council After a Record Setting Run
in many other cities in the region, especially around its 
two BART transit hubs.

“Don’t you think we made some significant changes?” 
Abelson asked.

Other elected leaders have also taken notice of Abel-
son’s long, successful career. One of those elected leaders is 
Contra Costa County Supervisor John Gioia, one of Cali-
fornia’s leading champions for sustainable development, 
clean air, and transit equity.

“Over the last 24 years, I’ve had the honor of working 
with Janet to make West County a healthier and stronger 
community,” Gioia said. “She will be remembered for her 
passion to make transit accessible for all and to significantly 
increase the supply of affordable housing in El Cerrito.”

While Abelson is retiring from her elected seat, she 
doesn’t plan to stop working for a better future in El Cerrito 
and the region. So much work remains for a new gener-
ation of elected officials. Her beloved City still needs a new 
public safety building, a library, and expanded recreational 
and senior services, she said.

But Abelson is content with the work she’s done and the 
template she has helped forge for the future.

Asked if she has any regrets, she pauses a long time. 
Maybe regret isn’t the right word. Mistake doesn’t quite fit 
either. What Abelson wants is better. Better for all. Better, 
especially, for the mobility-challenged.

Abelson passionately believes people should be able to 
fully participate in their communities and live complete 
lives regardless of their health or bodily abilities, and infra-
structure is key to realizing that lofty vision.

Abelson invested a life and career toward that end. The 
progress is real, but work remains.

“Our City is still not as accessible for all as I would like it 
to be,” Abelson said.

N
New council members are sworn into office after election 

results are certified. While it is yet to be officially scheduled, 
Janet Abelson’s final City Council meeting will likely be on 
December 20, 2022.

“ Janet is one of the most 
enduring figures in 
El Cerrito for a reason, 
because her pursuit of 
making things happen is 
legendary. In the two years 
I’ve served with Janet, 
she’s demonstrated to me 
why she’s survived in this 
space for such an impres-
sively long time. She 
knows parliamentary rules 
like the back of her hand, 
she loves this community; 
but above all, she is brave. 
Janet is never afraid to 
speak her mind.”

Tessa rudnick
Councilmember 

A Doer, Not a Dreamer
•  Chair, West Contra Costa Transportation Advisory 

Committee

•  Chair, Contra Costa Transportation Authority

•  Chair, Transportation Authority when the fourth bore 
was added to the Caldecott Tunnel

•  Fact: drove her wheelchair through the brand new 
fourth bore in November 2013

•  Chair, East Bay Division, League of California Cities

•  Award from the Metropolitan Transportation 
Commission for disabled advocacy

•  Long time member of the El Cerrito Chamber 
of Commerce

A Fond Farewell to a True El Cerrito Icon

By John C. Stashik

Twenty-three years of city council meetings requires stamina, commitment, 
and a sincere desire to do what is best for the community. A capacity crowd 

of friends, family, and City staff, packed the El Cerrito city council chambers on 
December 20th to witness the end of an era as Janet Abelson moved from the dais 
to the audience amid a hearty round of applause. 

Abelson was lauded by her colleagues, public officials, and everyday citizens for 
her many years of service. The council adopted an official resolution proclaiming 
“extreme gratitude and recognition” for her dedication to the City. Mayor Gabe 
Quinto presented the document, mounted in a custom made frame, to Janet.

Six city council terms and a total of five years as mayor are records that will not 
be broken for many years, if ever.

Janet Abelson was 
profiled in the 
September 2022 
Byline. You can 
access and 
download that  
article online.

elcerritochamber.org/
byline
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N
Masa Tamales and Tacos tells the 
Byline they’ll open their El Cerrito 
location mid-month. This grab and 
go taqueria is adjacent to the Natural 
Grocery Prepared Food Annex. 

N
Crooks need cops too. From the ECPD 
blotter. A black electric “dirt bike” was 
stolen from in front of Daiso while its 
owner was inside the store shoplifting! 
As soon as he realized his bike was being 
stolen, he abandoned his own theft and 
asked the store staff to call the police 
for him. You can’t make this stuff up. 

N
MLK Day. Monday, January 16th, is 
the date for a car parade along San 
Pablo Avenue. Gather between 9 and 
10 a.m. at the Del Norte BART station 
lot (Cutting & Key), then motorcade 
to the Plaza BART parking lot for an 
11 a.m. rally. It’s El Cerrito’s 34th annual 
MLK event. 

N
Down Home Music heads up. Coming 
in October is a book by former San Fran-
cisco Chronicle music critic Joel Selvin 
with the stories and photographs of 
Chris Strachwitz. All you Down Home 
Music fans (best record store anywhere 
is here in the 94530), are familiar with 
those two names. Watch for it this fall.

N

Happy New Year.  After the 
COVID-19 fiasco of 2020 which 

ran into 2021-2022, I think this year will 
be great. Remember country singer John 
Conlee’s song “Rose Colored Glasses”? 
I’m wearing them. To be sure, the ’rona 
is still out there along with myriad other 
viruses, but vaxx mixed with common 
sense will help you survive and thrive.

N
Appreciation. Atop my list of to-dos is 
soliciting some cool raffle prizes for the 
City’s annual employee appreciation 
party to be held later this month. The 
event recognizes the many City workers 
who keep El Cerrito running, even 
through furloughs and pay cuts—which, 
fortunately, are now in the rear view 
mirror. As raconteur Phil the Barber 
would say: “they’re the sticks that stir 
the drink.” So I will be contacting y’all 
very soon. Be generous.

N

Post-deli life. It was nice meeting Ren-
egade Deli Heiress Schatzie Frisch at 
the North Berkeley Winter Festival 

last month. Readers 
fondly recall her from 
The Junket; her family 
owned the place for 

over 40 years. This time she was the 
Snoball Queen tossing Snoballs instead 
of headcheese. Bruno is happy at 91.

N
It’s finally over. The local emergency 
that began in March 2020 with the pan-
demic has now been rescinded. City 
Hall is open for business 8 to 4 Monday, 
Wednesday, and alternate Fridays; 8 to 6 
Tuesday and Thursday. n See Past Prez Palaver, page 3
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N
Congratulations to Matt Khadivian, 
elected by the board of directors as 
Chamber president. Robert Rogers 
writes about him on the next page.

N

Now open: Antojitos Guatemaltecos,  
at 11252 San Pablo Avenue, from 9 to 9 
except Sunday and Monday. Azriel, 
Yury, Carlos, and Josue welcome you. 
Byline correspondent Catalina Hu had 
breakfast and reports: “The hot spiced 
corn drink, Atole de Elote, was my 
favorite. It’s a must try if you never had 
it. The little boy helping his mom was 
super adorable and took his job seri-
ously. Be sure to tip him.” 

Meet  
El Cerrito’s  

New Leaders

Sworn into office on 
December 20th, were 

Mayor Pro Tem  
Tessa Rudnick and  

Mayor Lisa Motoyama.
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past prez palaver
n Continued from page 2

Check it out. The City’s Economic 
Development Committee, on which 
a Chamber representative has a seat, 
has launched a new website promoting 
El Cerrito. www.whyelcerrito.com. As 
the home page says: “The time is ripe 
to open up shop and put down roots in 
El Cerrito.”

N

Retired! Maintenance superintendent 
Bill Driscroll was recognized by city 
council on December 6th for his 24 
years of service to the City of El Cerrito.

N

New mom, Assistant City Manager 
Alexandra Orologas, was in the audience 
at the recent city council meeting with 
baby Theo, just three months old. Alex 
has been on parental leave so it was a very 
pleasant surprise to see her at City Hall.

N
Red Oak Realty on Fairmount is doing 
a major remodel on their office. “New 
and improved…”

N
United against hate. A new supply 
of posters have become available and 
City Council Member Paul Fadelli and 
myself will be back on the streets urging 
El Cerrito businesses to display them. 
Help from other Chamber members 
would be appreciated as we will cover 
all business districts.

N
Thanks come from the El Cerrito 
Fire Department for making the 2022 
U.S. Marines Toys for Tots campaign 
a big success with over 1600 dona-
tions. Business participants included: 
Doherty’s Truck Rental, NUG, Ele-
vation 66 Brewing Co., Fatapple’s, and 
Sound Precision Chiropractic, among 
others. Other Chamber members who 
helped the effort include the El Cerrito 
Rotary Club and City of El Cerrito. 

N
Shout out to Code Enforcement for 
the fast action on getting the Rob’s Auto 
lot, mentioned here last month, cleaned 
up. Steven Mello, the “code guy,” is 
busier than a one-armed paper hanger 
but gets it all done. To those who like 
to keep EC looking good, thank Steve.

By Robert Rogers

The new El Cerrito Chamber 
of Commerce president knows 

what it takes to best serve local 
businesses.

He runs one of the city’s most 
popular eateries and has managed 
to thrive in challenging times.

He is Matt Khadivian, the owner 
of El Mono Peruvian Restaurant 
at 11720 San Pablo Ave., Suite B, 
and he’s ready to use his real-world 
business and crisis experience to 
lead the Chamber of Commerce.

“We exist to make your business 
stronger,” Khadivian said, addressing 
the hundreds of diverse businesses 
in El Cerrito. “Serving our members 
so we can all succeed is my highest 
priority.”

Khadivian, who had served as 
vice president under outgoing 
Presi dent Jeffrey Wright, takes the reins on January 4th 
and will be supported by new Vice President Kevin O’Neal, 
owner of Well Grounded Tea & Coffee Bar. Khadivian credits 

Wright for his mentorship and vision in 
helping set the stage for this leadership 
transition.

Khadivian originally opened a coffee 
shop in El Cerrito back in 2012, but soon 
after converted the venue into a Peruvian 
eatery, after the competitive pressure 
from a nearby drive-through Starbucks 
proved to be financially unbearable. 
That venue now stands as El Mono Res-
taurant, a dynamic El Cerrito business 
with beloved cuisine.

Among the favorites at El Mono are 
the world renowned Peruvian Ceviche 
and easy protein-and-rice plates.

Khadivian, an energetic and experi-
enced entrepreneur, plans to focus his 
Chamber leadership on member ser-
vices, marketing, policy advocacy with 
City leaders, and growing El Cerrito as 
a destination for shoppers, diners, and 
those seeking other services.

“When we all work together, we can better retain El Cerrito 
consumers’ dollars while bringing in more consumers from 
the region and beyond.”

Introducing Matt Khadivian, New Chamber President
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By Robert Rogers

Serial entrepreneur, Jay Scott, started his local 
business with a bundle of inspiration.

“My daughter was on the way and I needed to provide 
for our family,” Scott said, chuckling. “I loved working for a 
world class agent, but it became clear that I needed to start 
my own business again.”

Almost two years later—and 
with a baby boy now added to his 
family—Jay Scott State Farm is a 
growing local success story. Scott’s 
secret is simple: He and his five 
member team are deeply com-
mitted to the local residents and 
business owners of the East Bay 
community.

With a goal of saving every cus-
tomer money during a challenging 
financial period fueled by the pan-
demic, while better protecting their 
assets, incomes and families, it’s no 
wonder Jay’s local team is eliciting 
rave reviews from customers. A 
quick Google search reveals that 
Jay Scott State Farm is stacking 
five-star customer reviews at an enviable rate.

Most importantly is Jay and the team’s commitment to 
a deeper purpose: funding climate action projects to fight 
the climate crisis; including planting over 60,000 trees in 
2022 alone.

“I hope anyone for whom our mission resonates would 
come in and see if we can improve their family’s overall 
financial wellbeing.”

Scott invites anyone to come in for a free consultation. 
Simply call, text, email or show up to his local office near 
the El Cerrito Plaza and he and his expert team will 
evaluate your needs and provide a personal price plan.

“Anyone who has assets, income or a family to protect, 
I want our team to be a resource for,” Scott said.

Scott emigrated to the U.S. from his native New Zealand 
in 2017. His background is in growth consulting in the high-
tech sector. He was inspired to take his talents into starting 
his own State Farm insurance and financial services business 

by his mentor, Santa Clarita-based 
State Farm Agent Kirk Baker. 
Scott opened his local office on 
March 1, 2021.

“Now is an important time for 
anyone to consider State Farm’s 
services,” Scott said.

Home owners face a backlash 
from many insurance companies 
who are raising rates or making it 
difficult to keep (or get) a policy 
due to the rising costs of wild-
fires in California. State Farm’s 
financial strength has allowed 
them to avoid this for the most 
part; remaining price compet-
itive and available where other 
 companies are not.

Meanwhile, local business 
owners who’ve struggled to manage during the pandemic 
can now benefit from State Farm’s #1 ranking as Small 
Business Insurer according to JD Power and Investopedia; 
fueled by amazing savings on business policies including 
workers compensation insurance.

Scott invites anyone to come visit him and his team at 
400 Evelyn Ave., Suite 101, Albany.

“If you come to us, we can help save you money and save 
the planet together,” Scott said.

He is also expanding his current team, so if you know of a 
person passionate about helping people with their financial 
wellbeing while fighting climate change, send them over.

@regeneragent

Could Your Insurance  
Help Fight  

The Climate Crisis?

Byline MEMBER PROFILE

Jay Scott, Agent
400 Evelyn Ave., Suite 101, Albany 94706 z 510-528-6333

www.regeneragent.com
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Clockwise from top:
The new city council with Mayor Pro Tem Tessa 
Rudnick, Council Member Paul Fadelli, Mayor 
Lisa Motoyama, new Council Member Carolyn 
Wysinger, and veteran Council Member 
Gabe Quinto. 
Mayor Lisa Motoyama takes her oath adminis-
tered by Superior Court Judge Joni Hiramoto. 
Mayor Pro Tem Tessa Rudnick with “Gaucho 
green” Council Member Carolyn Wysinger. 
Retiring Council Member Janet Abelson is 
presented a custom framed resolution from her 
colleagues by outgoing Mayor Gabe Quinto. 
Preceding the meeting was a performance by 
the Sakura Kai Taiko Drumming Group.

El Cerrito City Council Meeting  
December 20, 2022
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The City of El Cerrito has adopted an expanded 
foodware ordinance requiring foodware to be compostable 

or reusable, and additionally requiring foodware accessories to 
only be provided upon request.

The expanded foodware ordinance 
has two components.

1. All food providers in the city 
must use compostable or reusable 
foodware (e.g., straws, eating utensils, 
and food containers) with limited 
exceptions. Compostable is defined 
as being accepted in the City’s green-
waste collection programs and being 
free of all intentionally added fluori-
nated chemicals. 

Note: Compostable plastics are 
not allowed. To make it easy for busi-
nesses to understand what kinds of 
products are compliant, the City pro-
duced a Compliant Disposable Foodware guide, available at 
el-cerrito.org/foodware.

2. Aligning with state law (Assembly Bill 1276), all food 
facilities must also only distribute single-use foodware acces-
sories (e.g., utensils, straws, stirrers, etc.) and condiment 

How to Comply with El Cerrito’s Expanded Foodware Ordinance
cups or packets upon request by the consumer. This includes 
through food delivery platforms such as DoorDash, GrubHub, 
Uber Eats, etc.). Note: bundling or wrapping of foodware 

accessories is not allowed. Self-serve 
stations are okay.

The City will assist businesses by 
providing training and building public 
awareness to support a smooth tran-
sition. Additionally, City staff will 
be sending a resource packet that 
includes a factsheet, the Compliant 
Disposable Foodware guide, and 
sample signage to impacted busi-
nesses this month. Enforcement of 
the compostable foodware require-
ments will begin January 1, 2024.

The ordinance helps reduce the 
community’s environmental impact, 
reduce recycling contamination and 

costs, and decrease greenhouse gas emissions, in line with 
the City’s Climate Action Plan and Strategic Plan goals. To 
download PDF files of the resources that have been created 
or to find out more information, please visit el-cerrito.org/
foodware.

The El Cerrito Historical Society 
presents “When El Cerrito Went 

‘Insane’: The Ouija-Mania Incident 
of 1920.”

This is the Society’s annual meeting. 
The Ouija talk follows a brief business 
meeting with election of officers.

The program focuses on one of the 
strangest events in the history of El 
Cerrito, one that brought our small 
city national attention. In March 1920, 
seven people were arrested on charges 
of insanity after conducting Ouija board 
sessions and engaging in bizarre rituals 
to ward off evil spirits. Many others 
were also involved. 

Historian Chris Sterba will discuss 
how El Cerrito’s “Ouija-mania” incident 
reflected changes in American life after 
World War I and the influenza epidemic 
of 1918.

EL CERRITO HISTORICAL SOCIETY INFORMATION

The program is free. Light refresh-
ments will be served. Attendance is 
limited, so please send your RSVP to 
davidsweinstein@yahoo.com. 

This program will also be available to 
view on Zoom. Email David Weinstein 
at the above address to receive a link.

Sunday, Jan. 29th • 4 to 5:30 p.m. 
In the Garden Room 

El Cerrito Community Center
7007 Moeser Lane, El Cerrito

Learn more about the Society at: 
elcerritohistoricalsociety.org

Complimentary 
Lunch January 16 
at El Cerrito Royale

Following the annual El Cerrito 
MLK Day parade and program, 

enjoy a free lunch dining on Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s favorite entreés.

Call 510-234-5200 for information 
or to RSVP.

Southern Mixed Green Salad
Spare Ribs Atlanta

Baked Sweet Potato
Blackeyed Peas

Corn Bread
Pecan Pie
Iced Tea
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This offering of our Best Selling Marketing Products at Exceptional Prices addresses the 
key pieces in marketing your business. As your Marketing Partner we can expand well 

beyond this core offering to help you create a marketing plan that exceeds your goals.

1101 FIFTH STREET, BERKELEY 510.540.7113 www.e-minutemanpress.com

PRINTING IN

BERKELEY

SINCE 1972

FrOM tHe presIDeNt

My goal, as president, is to bring 
business vitality back to the Chamber, by 
focusing much of the Chamber’s energy 
on the single, most important element 
of its conduct: commerce. It is not going 
to be an easy task, but it is worthy of 
the cause. Nearly 27 million small busi-
nesses, or about 50% of the nation’s 
GDP, consists of small businesses. This 
means that on average about half of all 
the revenue generated within cities, 
counties, and states is done so as a direct 
result of the hard work and productivity 
of mom-and-pop businesses.

With so much money printing 
that took place during the pandemic 
worldwide, causing a devaluation of fiat 
currencies, and the Federal Reserve’s 
rather fruitless monetary policies to 
tame inflation (a controversial topic 

n Continued from page 1

Byline Pick Up Locations
This newsletter is mailed monthly to 
Chamber of Commerce members and 
others. A PDF edition is posted and 
available on the Chamber website: 
 elcerritochamber.org/byline.

Other distribution points are: 
El Cerrito City Hall  

The Glenn Custom Framing  
Mr. Pickle’s Sandwich Shop  

Doherty’s Truck Rental  
El Cerrito Public Library  

The Farmers Market at El Cerrito Plaza  
514 Lounge  

Elevation 66 Brewing Company

which we will discuss further in the next 
edition of the Byline), the buying power 
of consumers has noticeably dropped. 
What this translates to in simple terms 
is that people will frequent businesses 
less in general, but especially those busi-
nesses that have failed to prove their 
concepts as either unique, desirable, 
or necessary. Consumers will be more 
frugal in the upcoming months, perhaps 
even years.

With all this in mind, the Chamber 
of Commerce, as a business entity itself, 
will also need to reorganize to keep 
up with what many call the changing 
world order. As I sit back and think 
about my upcoming responsibilities as 
Chamber president, I ask myself ques-
tions such as: Is our chamber unique? 
Desirable? Or even necessary? To me, 
the answer is a resounding yes! An orga-

nization that works for the best interest 
of its member businesses and attempts 
to constantly network the local wants, 
needs, and providers together, must 
carry on full force.

My dear readers, if you are a business 
owner but have not joined our Chamber 
yet, please consider doing so, because 
we are here at your service and wish to 
celebrate you and help your business 
grow. You can also make a donation to 
support the Chamber without becoming 
a member. If you are a member already, 
you have my deepest gratitude. Revenue 
generation for the Chamber is on the 
top of our list of priorities for 2023. 
Without sufficient revenue, our ability 
to assist our local businesses will be 
extremely limited.

Thank you for giving me your most 
valuable commodity, your time.

California’s New Wage Transparency Law Is Now In Effect
By John C. Stashik

Effective New Year’s Day, every 
employer in California with at least 

15 employees is required to list salary 
ranges for all job openings. That infor-
mation must also be provided to existing 
workers upon request. 

Businesses with 100 or more 
employees have additional, more 
detailed, reporting requirements.

The idea behind this, which was 
enacted by Senate Bill 1162, is to allow 
employees to get a better idea of what 
other workers are earning and thus have 
the information necessary to see how 
their own wages compare. 

Businesses that don’t already have pay 
bands for current employees should put 
them in place, and ensure that there aren’t 
pay disparities based on race, sex, or other 
protected classes between employees 
doing substantially similar work. 

If companies aren’t adding ranges, 
people can sue or file a complaint with 

the state Labor Commissioner’s office, 
which can issue a penalty of $100 to 
$10,000 per violation. Companies that 
don’t have pay ranges in job postings 
won’t get penalized for their first vio-
lation of this new law; however, addi-
tional violations will result in fines. 

All employers must maintain a record 
of each employee’s job title and wage 
history during their employment period 
and for three years thereafter. 

It is complicated. Hopefully, the 
Chamber can arrange a seminar 
explaining more details to members.
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Proud members of the El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce

Chamber Officers, Directors & Staff
President Matt Khadivian, El Mono Restaurant
Vice President Kevin O’Neal, Well Grounded Tea & Coffee Bar
Secretary Aissia Ashoori, City of El Cerrito
Treasurer, Byline Editor John C. Stashik, Premier Graphics
Directors  Mark Figone, East Bay Sanitary Co., Inc. 

Scott Harris, ClientClicks Internet Marketing 
Robert Rogers, Supervisor John Gioia’s office 
Jeffrey Wright, Wright Realtors 
—Plus one vacant seat—

Manager Georgina Edwards
Byline Correspondents  Catalina Hu 

Robert Rogers

Comments Welcome
Contact the Byline with news or feedback: byline@elcerritochamber.org

Join the El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce: elcerritochamber.org

Meet Matt
. NEW CHAMBER PRESIDENT .

At the

January 
Chamber Lunch
Wed., January 25th 

11:30 a.m.

Los MoLes Beer Garden
6120 Potrero ave., el Cerrito

$25 ($27 non-members)
Enchiladas, Taco Plates, Burritos with sides

reserve at eventbrite.com or 
email: info@elcerritochamber.org

Welcome New Member
. . .

Marie Bowser Acupuncture
514 Kains Ave., Albany

510-684-9836
transformational-wellness.com

Chamber Dues Effective January 1, 2023
MEM-1 1-5 Employees $203

MEM-2 6-10 Employees $274

MEM-3 11-15 Employees $345

MEM-4 16-25 Employees $417

MEM-5 26-50 Employees $470

MEM-6 51-100 Employees $524

MEM-7 100+ Employees $578

ASSOC  Associate Member $124


