
February 2018

Here we go again. We started the 
new year with a very well attended 

luncheon last month where we installed 
our new directors to the board. Our 
guest speaker was Fiona Ma, candidate 
for State Treasurer in the upcoming 
election. Fiona told us about her back-
ground in public service and about some 
of her experiences and observations as 
an outgoing member of the Board of 
Equalization. She pulled no punches in 
describing some of the problems and 
past indiscretions that have occurred at 
the BOE due to its current structure and 
suggested that it is an institution that is 
in need of some major realignment and 
that could or should even be done away 
with all together. 

She went on to discuss some of the 
issues surrounding the legalization of 
recreational marijuana in California. 
One of her main agenda items as State 
Treasurer would be to deal with the col-
lection of marijuana sales tax due to the 
fact that it is still a Schedule 1 drug from 
a federal perspective. This means that 
banks are not allowed to handle the pro-
ceeds from marijuana production, sales 
or distribution. It’s a major dilemma that 
could eventually require the use of cryp-
tocurrencies like bitcoin to get around 
federal banking laws. It was a very inter-
esting discussion including great ques-
tions from attendees. Thanks to Café 
N!ne, one of our newest members, for 
providing the lunch. Stay tuned for more 
great speakers in the coming year.

In case you’re ever interested in 
attending, we have changed the schedule 
for our monthly board meetings, but the 
location of our meetings is up in the air 
right now. Our board will now meet 
on the first Wednesday of the month 
at 9 a.m. Unfortunately, we have run 
out of time at our current location. We 
received word that we need to vacate or 
office by February 28th. We are scram-

 See From the President, page 3

Keiji Ohshita and Reiko Ono receive their membership plaque from Chamber manager Lisa Martinengo.
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A select shop of Japanese 
variety goods and snacks
10562 San Pablo Ave. 

El Cerrito
(510) 528-5210

Make a note

Dental Appointment on Feb. 22
Dentists of El Cerrito Plaza, a new member, will 
hold their official grand opening and ribbon cutting 
on Thursday, February 22nd, from 5-7 p.m.
Refreshments will be catered by the Arlington Cafe. 
Meet the Mayor Gabe Quinto of El Cerrito and the 
dental office staff. Tour this state of the art facility. 
Pick up your free gifts.

www.dentistsofelcerritoplaza.com

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Junk Removal in  
El Cerrito 

& Surrounding Area

El Cerrito’s 
Dockless Bike Share 

Program
www.limebike.com
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It’s tax time. How will the new 
federal tax law affect you? I’m no 

doubt the last person you’d want to 
ask about economics. But clearly, there 
are some significant changes. First, the 
top corporate tax rate will reduce from 
35% to 21%. The standard deduction 
is raised to 20% for pass-through busi-
nesses. Plus the cost of depreciable 
assets can be written off in one year. 
What do you think? Drop me a note if 
so inclined; tell me: good, bad, or not 
interested.

Sales tax hassle. A letter received 
from the California Department of Tax 
and Fee Administration (formerly the 
Board of Equalization) informs me that 
members of the Statewide Compliance 
and Outreach Program (SCOP) will be 
visiting business owners within ZIP code 
94530. SCOP-ers will check your seller’s 
permit, look at permits and licenses, 
and ask about your business operations 
among other things. Honest business 
operators who have a seller’s permit, 
accurately remit sales tax payments on 
time, and have never had an issue with 
CDTFA, appear to be low hanging fruit 
for SCOP. Obviously, it’s easier to pick 
on legitimate business owners than look 
for the cash only, under-the-table busi-
nesses that remit zero dollars in sales 
taxes. A slap in the face in my opinion.

I asked our January speaker, Fiona 
Ma, CPA, representing the second dis-
trict of CDTFA about this. She basically 
blew the question off. Instead, she dis-
cussed marijuana stores and the need 
to collect taxes from those cash only 
operations. Granted, marijuana sellers 
soon will set up shop in El Cerrito (the 
new city cash cow), but there are no 
such Chamber businesses at this time. 
CDTFA must get their money from pot 
sales; that’s fine. But why hassle the long 
time legitimate businesses with SCOP 
squads when those businesses have 
always played by the rules? Fiona Ma 
can be reached at fiona.ma@boe.ca.gov 
should you desire to contact her.

We’re outta here. This Chamber will 
vacate its office at Eureka and San Pablo 
on February 28. At this writing, we have 
no new address and small office space 
in El Cerrito seems impossible to find. 
Email contacts will remain unchanged 
and events on the calendar will happen 
as usual. We just don’t know where our 
next office will be. Possibly a shipping 
container, or a recreational vehicle. I 
jest. Members will be kept in the loop 
via the always dependable Byline.

Avenue news. Under construction with 
a hopeful opening date near the end of 
this month is the new Cigar Box Cafe & 
Bar located at 10064 San Pablo Avenue 
next to the Cerrito Theater. The project 
is still in permit limbo; so be patient. 
The owner, Steve Zwetsch, would like 
a sidewalk patio area and when that gets 
worked out you’ll be able to get three 
meals a day along with craft beer, wine, 
coffee drinks and baked goods; plus live 
local musicians. How about that?

Crab time. The El Cerrito Police 
Employees Association crab feed is 
on Saturday, February 17th, 6 p.m., at 
the Community Center. Usually a sell 
out, so get your tickets now at the police 
station, $45. Pasta, salad, garlic bread. 
Lots of raffle prizes too.

But wait, there’s more. Eagles Aerie 
2323 will hold a crab feed on Saturday, 
February 24th, in their historic building 
(the one time Wagon Wheel) at 3223 
Carlson Blvd. $45 for crab, pasta, salad, 
and tickets are on sale now.

Art on Fairmount. An old tree stump 
was crafted into a nice sculpture at John 
Wasnick’s Fairmount Auto Service on 
the corner of Liberty and Fairmount. 
Take a look.
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Meet the New Directors and a Veteran

The annual installation meeting was held on January 16th with four directors taking office for two year 
terms. From left, El Cerrito Mayor Gabe Quinto, Fiona Ma, CPA (our speaker at the meeting from the 
California Department of Tax and Fee Administration), new directors Jeffrey Wright, Nic Tang, long time 
director Sil Addiego, new director Fred Fassett, and President Mark Figone.
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bling to find a new headquarters and 
will announce right away as soon as 
one is found. If any of you have any 
resources, thoughts or suggestions for 
a new space, please let us know.

One of my objectives this year will be 
to try to develop a stronger relationship 
between our Chamber and both the El 
Cerrito Rotary Club and the city’s Eco-
nomic Development Committee. We 
share some common resources with 
these two organizations in terms of 
business leadership and well as indi-
viduals keenly interested in enhancing, 
promoting, and bringing in new busi-
nesses to our community. So I am happy 
to announce that a joint mixer with 
the El Cerrito Rotary Club has been 

FROM THE PRESIDENT
 Continued from page 1

The new year brings the prospect of legal pot selling 
shops closer to reality in El Cerrito. I never imagined 

it would become legalized in my lifetime, did you? In high 
school science class, the anti-pot film “Reefer Madness” was 
shown in the futile hopes of dissuading us from trying this 
new “evil” that was already being fur-
tively smoked on the edge of campus. 
The culture around smoking grass was 
underground for so long, it’s incredible 
to see how things have changed now 
that people have realized all the money 
to be made. 

Green Market Report, an online financially focused news-
letter on cannabis, predicts statewide revenue will be from $9 to 
$11 billion this year and will rise as wrinkles are worked out. 
With the recent ordinance opening the door for two  dispensaries 
in El Cerrito, it seems that city leadership hopes for a piece of 
the big revenue pie, too. Time will tell if city coffers will see 
substantial tax revenue or at least funds from the community 
benefit requirement of the dispensary’s license to operate.

Will the staff coming to work in the potentially lucrative 
El Cerrito dispensaries receive higher than average paychecks? 
I’m guessing not for the majority of employees. Instead, they 
will probably be looking at minimum wage which increased on 
January 1st, to $13.60 per hour, three dollars more than state 
law. I don’t know whether dispensaries fall into this category, 
but for businesses without expensive overhead this wage raise 
may not cause big distress. However, for many of El Cerrito’s 
small shops, restaurants and cafes, this required wage hike is 
having a big impact and consequences that needs to be better 
understood by the public. Lately, there have been some posts 
on a popular online platform that gripe about a price hike of 
say, their favorite restaurant.

Readers, it’s time we woke up and smelled the coffee, albeit 
high priced coffee. Asking merchants to pay a “living” wage 

means we need to accept the consequences of higher prices 
on products and goods we consume.

Recently, I heard separately from the owners of two very 
popular restaurant establishments in El Cerrito. The gist of 
both messages concerned the challenges they are dealing 

with partly as a result of the El Cerrito 
wage ordinance and other economic 
factors. Real frustration was evident, 
as the owners are feeling squeezed by 
increasing costs of keeping the doors 
open. The increase in wages, higher 
costs of food and supplies, high property 

rents, expanded sick leave, maternity leave, staffing issues, all 
make for untenably high operating costs.

Many people don’t realize that when an employee making 
minimum wage gets the required raise, other staff (making 
more than minimum) also expect an increase in pay so payroll 
costs for the merchant explode. Also, when paychecks are 
higher, other employee related costs such as benefits and 
insurance are impacted, too. All this leads to tough choices for 
our restaurant or shop owners; raising prices to consumers, 
cutting costs somewhere, scaling down, a combination of 
actions, or selling out altogether.

In the case of one of the city’s restaurants that put El Cerrito 
on the culinary map, they are now looking at their options, but 
will probably change their format to reduce the number of 
servers. It would no longer have full waiter service but be “fast 
casual,” meaning patrons order at a counter and the meal will 
be brought to the table.

To sum up, as customers and supporters of our city’s busi-
nesses, let’s keep in mind how much economic pressure a 
small business owner has to contend with and the conse-
quences and aim to keep up the patronage just the same!
The views expressed here are mine and do not necessarily represent those of the 
Chamber Board. Email: l.martinengo@elcerritochamber.org; cell: (510) 778-5883.

We Must Accept Higher Minimum Wages Mean Higher Prices

scheduled for Friday, March 23rd from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Berkeley Country 
Club. It will be very well attended and I 
encourage you to come.

Lastly,  the El Cerrito Police 
Employees Association will be holding 
its annual crab feed on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 17th at the El Cerrito Community 
Center. There will be all you can eat 
crab, as well as salad, pasta, and bread 
plus great raffle prizes. All proceeds 
will benefit the police departments K-9 
program. Tickets are $45 for adults and 
$25 for children up to 12 years of age.

Crab prices have been nuts this year. I 
recently paid $14 per pound and have yet 
to see it anywhere for less than $10 per 
pound. I also heard that due to a shortage 
this year, wholesalers are  currently 

avoiding sales to local retailers and for 
the most part focusing their sales on 
organizations specifically for crab feeds. 
So this could be one of your last chances 
to enjoy a crab dinner this year. Email 
ecpeacrabfeed@yahoo.com for tickets.
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Marty Kaliski, owner of Marty’s Motors, was rec-
ognized at the January meeting for his long 
service as a director and Chamber officer.
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By Lisa Martinengo

For starters, here’s a fun fact: Marvin Gardens Real 
Estate admits to getting its name from the beloved 

game of Monopoly! In real life, of course, the business of 
buying or selling a home is hardly a game but the profes-
sionals at Marvin Gardens have been at it long enough to 
make the process as easy as possible. Recently, I had the 
chance to sit down with Marion Henon, co-owner and 
designated broker for the firm. The company has been a 
Chamber member for decades. Cur-
rently, there are four office locations: 
El Cerrito, Kensington and two in 
north Berkeley.

Marion grew up locally, attended 
Berkeley High School and graduated 
from UC Berkeley with an independent 
studies degree. The freedom to dabble 
in a variety of courses was appealing and 
with a dean’s guidance, Marion carved 
out her own unique path of studies. 
At first, she thought about joining the 
business world, interviewing with Hewlett-Packard and 
Xerox, but soon realized she would be happier being her 
own boss. She was bitten by the entrepreneur bug. It was 
in the mid-eighties when Marion got her license to sell 
real estate and was hired at the Mason-McDuffie office 
that once occupied the big house on San Pablo Avenue 
near Lincoln. Here Marion met her soon-to-be husband, 
Todd Hodson (also co-owner), and the core group of 15 to 
20 people that eventually left Mason-McDuffie together, 
to form their own business. As Marion explained, the old 
company culture prioritized sales figures above all else. 
She and the others envisioned a more  customer focused 
real estate service, establishing a good rapport with clients, 
offering lots of extra help while navigating the buying or 
selling process. Thus, Marvin Gardens El Cerrito was 
formed, partnering with the original Marvin Gardens on 
Solano Avenue. They rapidly expanded to  Kensington and 
to Hopkins Street, Berkeley.

Between the four offices, there are 70 Realtors, providing 
an enormous wealth of knowledge and experience to share 
with clients and colleagues. Marion, as designated broker, 
has the responsibility of overseeing the transaction files of 
all the agents. There are four additional people assisting 
her with this formidable yet essential task, two are coordi-

Marvin Gardens  
Helps You Win the  
Real Estate Game!

nating, keeping aware of deadlines for documentation and 
two review and check over every file. Each sale transaction 
could generate hundreds of pages, all of which have to be 
checked for accuracy and compliance with state law.

Impressively, Marvin Gardens doesn’t use hundreds of 
pages for every home sale! They went digital five years ago, 
and now every document and disclosure page is scanned 
into part of an electronic file. Of course, they will provide a 
printout for those clients asking for paper. Over the years, 

the process of buying and/or selling 
a home has become increasingly 
complex. In the 30 some years she’s 
been in the business, Marion has seen 
the basic purchase contract blow up 
from two to 12 pages and that’s just 
one document among many.

Fortunately, for clients, Marion and 
Todd place a high priority on con-
tinuing education for their agents, 
having weekly meetings, very often 
with guest speakers on a myriad of 

important topics. There could be a CPA one week, an earth-
quake retrofit expert the next and a sales trainer the next. 
They work hard to be sure their agents are up to date on 
all matters pertaining to houses, inside and out! Marvin 
Gardens’ agents are specialists for the East Bay, covering 
an area from about Hercules to San Leandro. They were 
the first certified green real estate office in the area and 
many agents are deeply involved in community activities. 
In El Cerrito, the staff has done tree planting for Earth 
Day and they’ve sponsored the musicians at the Kensington 
Farmers Market for years. There’s even a great office rock 
band that plays for nearby charity events. Not many real 
estate offices can claim that.

In sum, it was quite heartening to hear the story of 
this successful locally owned business whose business 
 philosophy and actions are about helping people with their 
housing needs while making the nearby neighborhoods a 
better place to live.

Byline MEMBER PROFILE

MARVIN GARDENS
R E A L  E S T A T E

7502 Fairmount Ave.  El Cerrito 
510-527-9111  www.marvingardens.com
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This offering of our Best Selling Marketing Products at Exceptional Prices addresses the 

key pieces in marketing your business. As your Marketing Partner we can expand well 

beyond this core offering to help you create a marketing plan that exceeds your goals.

1101 FIFTH STREET, BERKELEY 510.540.7113 www.e-minutemanpress.com

PRINTING IN

BERKELEY

SINCE 1972

IN RECOGNITION OF 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

El Cerrito Royale 
Presents a FREE Concert 

and 
All-You-Can-Eat Soul Food Buffet

Consonance Gospel Quartet 
Featuring Soloist Paul Foster Jr.

Sunday, February 18th 
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Theme: 
“African-American in Times of War”

Main Dining Room 
RSVP: 510-234-5200

El Cerrito Royale
6510 Gladys Ave., El Cerrito

Need it Gone? Call the Cat!

JUNKCAT is a new junk removal service operating in 
El Cerrito and the surrounding area. We remove all kinds 
of non-hazardous solid waste including:

JUNKCAT arrives promptly, removes unwanted junk 
carefully and disposes of it properly. We carry general 
liability insurance for your protection. JUNKCAT diverts 
a significant amount of reusable items from the landfill and 
recycles metal, hard plastic and paper material whenever 
practicable.
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On January 30th, the dock-less 
bike sharing company LimeBike 

launched in El Cerrito. LimeBike, which 
is already operating in nearby Albany, 
Alameda, and South San Francisco, 
will bring 100 bicycles to El Cerrito’s 
streets for a six-month pilot program. 

The bicycles will provide El Cerrito 
residents, businesses, and visitors with 
an affordable, reliable, and sustainable 
option for traveling throughout El 
Cerrito and Albany.

The El Cerrito City Council has 
guided staff to pursue alternative 
transportation modes to increase bike 
ridership, as supported by the city’s 
Climate Action Plan, Active Transpor-
tation Plan, and the 2015-2020 Stra-
tegic Plan. A primary goal of the city 
is to reduce vehicle miles traveled by 
creating a well connected, pedestrian-
friendly, bicycle and transit-oriented 
urban environment that will make it 
easier for residents and visitors to leave 
their car behind. LimeBike’s dock-less 
bike share program is consistent with 
this goal and vision.

The Story Behind the New, Green Bikes in El Cerrito

In addition, LimeBike is able to offer 
this service to residents at no cost to 
the city. This differs from traditional 
dock-based bike sharing programs 
which require significant investments 
in docking infrastructure. 

LimeBike rides cost just one dollar 
for 30 minutes, or 50 cents for students. 

Low-income residents will be able to 
ride up to 100 rides per month, for just 
five dollars. 

To ride a LimeBike, simply download 
the iPhone or Android smartphone 
app to find a bike nearby, unlock the 
bike by scanning or entering the bike’s 
plate number, and then go for a ride. 
When you’re finished, lock the bike’s 
back wheel to complete your trip. 
Remember to park responsibly, leaving 
the LimeBike near a bike rack or on 
the side of the sidewalk as to not block 
pedestrian traffic.

To celebrate the launch, new riders 
can use the code “LimeCerrito” to 
receive their first five LimeBike rides 
for free. Go to www.limebike.com/
en-us/ to download the app and get 
started.Jo
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Friday, March 23 
5:30-7:30 p.m.

Berkeley Country Club
Enjoy hors d’oeuvres 

No host bar
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TARGETED
ADVERTISING

The El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce invites you to participate in our new localized 
advertising postcard program. This is a service for current and future members —an 
effective promotional postcard reaching nearly 14,000 addresses in El Cerrito and 
Richmond Annex.

This is a great opportunity to get your goods and services in front of many potential 
customers and is particularly effective when a discount is offered. The 8.5x11-inch full color 
postcard is divided into panels and advertising space may be purchased in various sizes.

More details are on the back page of this brochure. To contact the Chamber about 
advertising, call Lisa Martinengo at 510-705-1202 or email ads@elcerritochamber.org.

10296 San Pablo Avenue  El Cerrito, CA 94530  www.elcerritochamber.org

We’re excited to announce the launching of an advertising program that 
will build public awareness of participating Chamber of Commerce member 
businesses. Utilizing the U.S. Postal Service Every Door Direct Mail® program, 
this 8.5x11-inch full color postcard will contain advertisements for members 
that will be mailed to 11,267 addresses within El Cerrito plus 2,102 addresses in 
Richmond Annex.

The card is divided into panels per the grid shown on the inside of this brochure 
with the smallest being 3.4x1.9-inches. Advertisers may purchase one or more 
panels on the card. Combine panels for a larger ad which can be horizontal or 
vertical in format. Some examples of larger spaces are shown on the grids.

This is an easy, affordable turnkey system for members to advertise their products 
and services. We assemble the ads, make up the card, print, sort, and ship to the 
Postal Service for mailing. Delivery is to every address on our specified carrier 
routes in Richmond and to every address in the city of El Cerrito. 

Costs cover the entire process including postage. We intend to offer this as a 
monthly service. To secure your space on the card, contact Lisa Martinengo at 
510-705-1202 or email ads@elcerritochamber.org. Payment will be due at time 
of purchase by check or credit card.

1.  Digital files should be submitted in PDF press ready format.
2.  Color should be 4-color process (CMYK).
3.  Fonts must be embedded in the PDF file or outlined.
4.  Ads should be built to the exact size purchased. Measure the grid.
5.  Minimum resolution for raster images is 300 pixels per inch at the size the 

ad will appear. Web graphics are typically low resolution and are unusable.
6.  Proofread your ad carefully. The Chamber of Commerce is not responsible 

for errors on advertiser supplied files.

For questions or more information, call Lisa Martinengo at the Chamber of 
Commerce office. Telephone 510-705-1202; email ads@elcerritochamber.org.

Ad files are required to be PDF press ready format. If you need assistance in 
creating a digital file, we can refer you to member businesses that can help. 

Pricing is for Chamber members only. Non member prices are also available.

Prices, terms and conditions subject to change.

About 
the 

Program

Creating 
Digital 
Files

Let 
Us 

Help

10296 San Pablo Avenue  El Cerrito, CA 94530  www.elcerritochamber.org

510-235-2195 www.4premiergraphics.com© 2017 El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce Proudly Serving El Cerrito 
For Over 75 Years

(510) 237-4321  www.ebsan.com

10770 San Pablo Avenue

BRING THIS AD 
and Receive a Complimentary  
Dessert (Tiramisu or Gelato)  

 With the purchase of 2 meals 

Tel. (510) 237-9047
Open 7 Days a Week

Lunch & Dinner
www.LaStradaSanPablo.com

2215 Church Lane 
San Pablo, CA 94806 

15% OFF 
YOUR 

CHECK!
Must present postcard on arrival. Offer is good once, per 
check, per visit. Offer cannot be combined with any other 
offers similar or different. Valid through December 31, 2017.

 
www.elmonofresh.com

WE DELIVER!CAFE N!NE
Strong Coffee Good Food
11100 San Pablo Ave., #105
(Bank of the West Plaza)
El Cerrito, CA 94530
510-309-6911

MENU online: www.eccafenine.com

M.A. HAYS CO.
INSURANCE

Business  Home  Auto  Life  Health  Pets

232 Broadway  Richmond, CA 94804
(510) 235-0353

www.mahays.com

Lic. No. 0094750

Eat 
Drink 
Shop 

Support

HIGH SPIRITS
EVENT SERVICES

www.highspiritseventplanning.com

El Cerrito  
Chamber of Commerce  

Members!
www.elcerritochamber.org

www.elcerritochamber.org

Show this card for 10% OFF!
Expires 12-31-2017

6120 Potrero Avenue  El Cerrito
510-230-4855  www.losmoles.com

Open Daily from 10 a.m.
Happy Hour Mon.- Fri. 3-6 p.m.  20+ Craft Beers 

Taco Tuesdays  Sat.-Sun. Brunch

Beer Garden

Your 
One Stop 
Family 
Gift 
Shop

Cards  Jewelry  Accessories  Toys  Gifts

6921 Stockton Ave., El Cerrito  (510) 528-5350 
www.JennyK.com

Bring in this card for $5 OFF your purchase
$5 off non-discounted purchase. Limit one per person. 

Expires 12-31-17.

TEA & COFFEE BAR
6925 Stockton Ave.  El Cerrito

Next to Jenny K.

Complimentary WiFi

FREE Housemade Beverage
(Coffee, Tea, or Italian Soda)

with any sandwich purchase. Expires 12-31-17. 

10057 San Pablo Ave. (at Fairmount) 
El Cerrito, California 94530 

(510) 526-6615
Email: pastimehardware@aol.com

Pastime Ace Hardware

50,000 square feet of merchandise 
for all your hardware needs

SUPERIOR SERVICE  HELPFUL ADVICE

AT EL CERRITO PLAZA

Open Tuesday & Saturday 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Proudly Sponsored by the 
El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce

24-Hour Emergency Service
Senior/Military Discounts
10% OFF Repairs
$65 Svc. Call (No charge if not fixed)
Free Estimates

CALL 510-234-5121

REPAIRS

10750 San Pablo Ave. 
El Cerrito, CA 94530

510-526-6000

SPECIAL OFFER
$400 off any Large 
$200 off any Medium 

Discover Chinese Cuisine
Gluten-Free, Meat, Vegetarian & Vegan Options

Open Daily 11-9
10042 San Pablo Ave. (between Central & Fairmount)  El Cerrito

510-898-1710  www.noodlesfresh.com

10% OFF 
YOUR CHECK
Must present postcard on arrival. Offer is good once, per 
check, per visit. Offer cannot be combined with any other 
offers similar or different. Valid through December 31, 2017.

20% 

OFF
To-G

o O
nly

Exp. 12/31/17

GET YOUR MESSAGE OUT!
Mail this card to 13,369 addresses 

throughout El Cerrito and  
part of Richmond

Next deadline: February 16, 2018

Contact: ads@elcerritochamber.org

It has been by far the most successful 
campaign I’ve seen done by the Chamber. 
The return on investment on it is 
phenomenal… I, for one, will be signing  
up each time as the impact that it has  
had on [my business] has been  
nothing short of a complete success.

“

”

An unsolicited comment from an  
El Cerrito Marketing Program advertiser
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10296 San Pablo Ave.  El Cerrito, CA 94530

Calendar of Events

Chamber Officers & Manager
President Mark Figone, East Bay Sanitary Co., Inc.
Vice President Bill Kuhlman, CW3 Bio, LLC
Secretary Melanie Mintz, City of El Cerrito
Treasurer, Byline Editor John C. Stashik, Premier Graphics
Manager Lisa Martinengo

Editorial, Typography 
& Layout by

Printed by Minuteman Press
     (510) 540-7113

510-235-2195
Members of the El Cerrito Chamber of Commerce

Feb. 6  City Council meets, 7 p.m., City Hall.

 7  Board of Directors meets; 9 a.m., Chamber office.

 8  Cerrito Classics: “Moonstruck” at 7 p.m. 
Rialto Cinemas Cerrito.

 16  Premiere: “The Secret in the Wings” at 8 p.m. 
Contra Costa Civic Theatre. Through March 11.  
ccct.org

 16  Deadline for your El Cerrito Marketing Program 
advertising cards.

 20  Chamber of Commerce luncheon. See box above.

 20  City Council meets, 7 p.m., City Hall.

 22  Grand opening celebration at the Dentists of El Cerrito 
Plaza. See page 1.

Mar. 23  El Cerrito Rotary Club and Chamber of Commerce 
mixer at Berkeley Country Club. 5:30 p.m. The BCC is 
sponsoring the hors d’oeuvres and it is a no-host bar.

A complete directory of Chamber members 
can be printed from the website:  

www.elcerritochamber.org

Local Honey Now  
at the Farmers Market

From Richmond

Meet the Mayor
Gabe Quinto
CHAMBER LUNCHEON
Tuesday, February 20 
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
El Cerrito Royale 
3rd Floor meeting room 
6510 Gladys Ave., El Cerrito
RSVP to info@elcerritochamber.org 
$20 ($22 credit cards or PayPal)

Online reservation: 
www.elcerritochamber.org

Lunch 
prepared 

by


